
 

  

Two child-beating Mormons jailed

Two Mormon women who beat children in their 
care with rolling pins and forced them to eat 
chilli powder were jailed for 19 months each 
yesterday. 

Maria Keable and Deirdre Carrington forced six 
children to eat tablespoons of chilli powder and 
raw eggs for not keeping to a strict regime of 
chores between 1997 and 2006. 

The children – all aged under 16 – were also stung with nettles and punched.  

Sentencing the women at Canterbury Crown Court, Judge Timothy Nash said: 
'The sort of conduct you displayed to these children was reminiscent of 
Victorian times in this country and indeed, in certain religious spheres, was 
reminiscent of the 1950s. 

'This was sustained cruelty that some would say bordered on torture. It had a 
sadistic element to it. 

'Those children will be emotionally scarred for many years to come.' 

Judge Nash said the pair's lack of remorse was a factor in sentencing. 

Keable, 60, of Ramsgate, Kent, and Carrington, 41, of Chiswick, West London, 
were found guilty on six charges of child cruelty and one of assault last month.
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