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● 'Our country needs re-civilising'

Fathers should be compelled to look after their children in an effort to tackle the breakdown of family life and 
discipline in society David Cameron, the Conservative leader, said today.

He said the shooting of three teenage boys in south London in the last fortnight had shown that British society was 
“badly broken”.  

“That’s what our society’s now come to - teenagers shooting other 
teenagers in their homes at point blank range. It is deeply depressing,” he 
told GMTV. 

The Tory leader said the report this week by the United Nations children’s 
agency, Unicef, which found the UK was the worst country in the 
developed world to grow up in, should mark a “turning point” for Britain. 

Issues like teenage gun crime, Mr Cameron said, could not be dealt with by 
better policing or tighter gun controls alone when the problem - and the 
solution - lay within families and communities.  

In what will be seen as a significant shift away from the Tories traditional 
emphasis on wealth creation, he pledged that a Conservative government 
would put family life ahead of economic prosperity for Britain. 

In a speech in his Witney, Oxon. constituency on the wellbeing of children, 
Mr Cameron said if working habits were “damaging our families, we need to 
change our working habits”.  

He said there should be no more “grandstanding” about the exclusive importance of competitiveness in business.  

“Nothing matters more than children,” he said. 

“If it comes to a collision between our wealth as a nation and the well-being of families - I choose families.  

“Every working parent knows that you can’t have it all. There is a natural conflict between hours worked, money 
earned and the time you spend at home. I believe that businesses have an overriding corporate responsibility to 
help lessen this conflict, and make it easier for parents to find the proper balance for their lives,” he said.  

The Tory leader said he was not seeking to preach “morality” to grown men or women, or tell them how to conduct 
their own relationships. But the foundation of society was the care of children “by the man and woman who brought 
them into the world”.  

Mr Cameron said his support for marriage did not mean “bashing single mothers”.  

But he wanted to see more couples stay together - and the best way to do that was to support marriage.  

He confirmed that the Tories were looking at reintroducing tax breaks for married couples, though he said the party 
was still looking at the best way to do that. 

He said child maintenance laws needed reform “to compel men to stand by their families”.  

“It means finding the father, it means attaching an order to their benefits or their earnings and taking the money 
out of their bank account and giving it to the mother. That’s what compulsion means,” he said. 

 

Cameron favours families over the economy
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