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Failure has no father
By Alasdair Palmer, Sunday Telegraph

 Have your say      Read comments 

Last Updated: 12:01am BST 15/04/2007

Seven children under 16 have been murdered in London alone in the last two months. 

The horrible spate of killings prompted the Prime Minister to state a truth that is certainly 
obvious, but too often left unsaid: the violence is not going to be stopped by "pretending it 
is not young black kids doing it".

For it is young black kids who are killing other young black kids, and those in the black 
community know that better than anyone else. Tony Blair's proposal to tackle the problem 
was actually quite sensible: he said there needed to be "an intense police focus" on the 
small minority of black youngsters behind the lethal knife and gun attacks, and "the 
ringleaders need to be taken out of circulation".

That would be a start. But to listen to the chorus of criticism that followed, it is 
a start that should never be allowed to take place. Mr Blair was immediately 
condemned by "community leaders" for not proposing "more funding" to 

"community groups". They wanted him to tackle "deprivation and poverty". Well, he's tried 
doing that - it has been New Labour's central priority since 1997 - and it hasn't worked: by 
the Government's own measures, there are actually more children now living in poverty than 
there were in 1997, despite a plethora of tax breaks and additional welfare payments 
directed at getting resources to poor children. Furthermore, while there is some sort of link 
between poverty and criminality, most poor people aren't criminals. Whatever it is that turns 
you into a criminal, it is not simply being raised in a poor family. If it were, crime rates would 
be far, far higher than they are. As it is, poor people are far more often victims of crime 
than they are its perpetrators.

Handing more funding to "community leaders" certainly creates more jobs for community 
leaders: but as most of them are educated and usually already have posts in the public 
sector, it is not obvious it does anything for those children who are growing up thinking the 
best they can hope for is to steal, intimidate, and perhaps kill. I doubt there is any Govern-
ment-funded programme of this sort which can be shown to have made the slightest 
difference to the youth crime statistics, or to the number of children who grow up thinking it 
is acceptable to kill.

The history of ambitious social policies aimed at diminishing crime is one of failure. That is 
not because we are unable to identify the groups who are likely to furnish us with the next 
generation of criminals: we are. It is possible to make some reasonably secure predictions, 
such as that being brought up in a single-parent family is more likely to lead to a child (the 
vast majority of the "danger kids" are boys) ending up in prison. Seventy per cent of young 
offenders are from single-parent families. Being raised by your mother on her own is not the 
strongest predictor of ending up as a criminal: having a father who is himself a criminal is 
the top of that list. But not far behind is being raised without a father at all.

As last week's survey on social trends demonstrates, single-parent families in Britain are 
increasing fast. There are now three times the number of children being brought up just by 
their mothers than there were 30 years ago. One in every four children is raised without a 
father. The proportion has reached one in every two in black families, who furnish a 
predictably greater number of child criminals.

This is not an issue about race or marriage: it is about the presence of fathers. Cohabiting 
parents do just as well as married ones, provided they stick together. The concern about 
single-parent families centres on the depressing association between being raised without a 
father and ending up as a criminal. That association is statistical, like the association 
between smoking and cancer: while not everyone who smokes will die of cancer, no one in 
their right mind would advocate smoking on the basis that some smokers don't die of a 
smoking-related disease. 

The Government's policy of subsidising single-parenthood is the equivalent, in social policy 
terms, of subsiding tobacco consumption. The Government provides incentives to bring up 
children without both parents. So much so that, according to the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies, there are 200,000 more people claiming the benefits and tax credits that are due to 
lone parents than there are actually lone parents in the UK. The consequences of making 
single-parenthood ever-more economically viable are completely predictable. One of them is 
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Comments

The only answer is to cut benefits and make being a single mother an unattractive option. 

This can be done without too much adverse affect on children by providing only benefits that directly 
improve their lives. This would necessitate providing nutritional meals, clothing, other incidentals as well as 
positive male role models directly to children at school. Any single mother on benefits should also have no 
choice but to attend life counseling and skills upgrading. 

Real reforms that are in the best interest of children will never happen as their implementation would 
require actual leadership by those who are really only out trying to buy votes, and children can't vote. 

Posted by Brian S. on April 15, 2007 4:28 PM
Report this comment 

About time... someone has actually realisd that youth crime is linked to having a lack of a father figure!!!! 
HORRAY!!!
Posted by A father 4 justice on April 15, 2007 4:04 PM
Report this comment 

Graham King on April 15, 2007 8:07 AM 

Why don't you read the UKIP manifesto? 
Also I suggest that you visit 'you tube' where you can see Nigel Farage commenting on such issues in the 
manor in which you approve. The party who will address these issues already exists, but you like most of 
the centre right electorate just have not found it (YET)
Posted by Ben Moss on April 15, 2007 3:07 PM
Report this comment 

I think this article hits the nail on the head.
Posted by Margarete on April 15, 2007 12:00 PM 
Report this comment 

Whoops - that should be "NEETs" = "Not currently engaged in Employment, Education or Training" 
Posted by simon coulter on April 15, 2007 11:44 AM
Report this comment 

the single parent issues and its consequencies goes to heart of liberal elite and thinking on social 
engineering.The prime minister down are pre-occupied with this sinster up surge in voilence of young men 
on gang leaders and criminal activities they get up to. The truth be told which is simple, "make family 
friendly policies" hurts the liberal elite much more than their advocacy and its virtues of single parentage.
Posted by silas tailor on April 15, 2007 11:29 AM
Report this comment 

Come on, I have not even read you article, but what you saying is bullocks. 
In the aftermaths of the World War Two, 40% of the boys (and girls) were fatherless. They made to grow 
as you pleased, then followed up the general way. 
You personally, however,managed to grow up OK. 
This is why you grow up being British. 
However most young people who grow up in he UK today do NOT consider themselves to be British. 
It is the problem of the British Peoples to convince all the children of the Colonies that theUK has something 
to offer. 
Most Pakistany youngsters,have a rather luxury homes to go back to,when their elders start draw a 
pension from the British taxpayers.Marble palaces. 
This is a fact. What you do about it? 
What exactly? 

Posted by nondog32 on April 15, 2007 9:51 AM
Report this comment 

Like David Cameron Alasdair Palmer has understood that fatherlessness is contributing to rising crime. 
Unlike Cameron, who blames the phenomenon on the mythic "feckless father", Palmer understands that it 
is Government policy which is driving this crisis (and also in the family courts as well as the benefits 
system) and that for the most part it is not the fathers themselves who are causing the problem. 
Posted by Nick Langford on April 15, 2007 9:39 AM
Report this comment 

This is an excellent article, thank you. 

A light at the end of the tunnel is that we seem as a nation to have discovered our voices and are no cowed 
into silence by fears of being called rude names. By speaking clearly of the problems a solution becomes 
easier to find and the poor black people suffering this explosion of violence on their doorstep need help 
badly. 

It is quite clear that the troublemakers need taking off the streets and helped through training, education, 

that there will be more teenage killings, and not just in the black community. 

Perhaps those who advocate the policy believe it will be worth its heavy costs. The trouble 
is, there is no evidence that they have seriously considered them. And they certainly 
haven't asked the rest of us.
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psychology, perhaps army help as in bad boys army until their problems have been solved and they can 
safely be let back on the street. 

There is no point leaving them to wonder about aimlessly causing mayhem, hurting people and terrorising 
people's lives. The streets need to be safe so that younger children growing up aren't influenced. 

I read a good book called Yob Britain and it said that victims often joins gangs because it is safer to be in 
the gang than outside being targeted. But once in the gang, then they are expected to do horrible things to 
innocent victims to prove they are full gang members. The victims then become gang members (if they are 
young men) otherwise they become just another crime statistic. 

As such, it is critical to get the gangs off the streets in order to stop this vicious circle. 

I have to say however much I despise Tony Blair for being Europe's stooge and fifth columnist in their clear 
desire to destroy England, he has at last said something useful.
Posted by Ben on April 15, 2007 8:54 AM
Report this comment 

More people living in poverty - The statement is nonsence.  
Who defines poverty??? 
It is just like those labour idiots who rant on about the quarter of the population who live in the bottom 
quartile average. They will always be there by definition. 

Posted by John S, Perthshire on April 15, 2007 8:29 AM
Report this comment 

These causes and effects are so well known to most right thinking people that it barely requires a lengthy 
newspaper article about it. 
Indeed, when you think about it, most of the socialist 'holy cows' have proved to be disasters for this 
country. 
More benefits mean less work ethic and an attraction to immigrants, leading to indigenous unemployment. 
The tax structure does not reward traditional families - result, divorces soar, single parent families 
proliferate, teenage pregnancy rockets and the effect above is exacerbated. 
Too much money into bureaucracy means the spread of 'non jobs' and fatuous utterances from minor 
officials. 
Pumping money into the NHS has proved to be a failure and the dogma of egalitarianism in education has 
all but destroyed the prospects of two generations of children. 
Any sign of any enlightened party proposing to put all this into reverse? 
Nope! 
Posted by Graham King on April 15, 2007 8:07 AM
Report this comment 

There is little argument that single-parenthood leads to more delinquency.  

But one pre-condition of tackling it is being able to discuss it. The left-liberal intelligentsia have achieved 
almost total lockdown on expressing opinions like this in the broadcast media. 

Articles like this are very rare and are usually received with hysterical accusations, largely fomented by the 
single-parent and race industries.  

I wonder what would happen if Alasdair Palmer tried to get Channel 4 to make a documentary on this 
subject? 

Posted by Craig Dunain on April 15, 2007 8:03 AM
Report this comment 

What do you propose Mr Palmer? Take into care every child who's mother finds herself alone? The statistics 
for children raised in state care are still worse. You cannot blame and penalise mothers for being in 
situations that the massive majority of them never chose to be in, nor force parents to stay together via 
the financial pressures for the sake of the children. What is more we are talking about a specific group of 
the population, not all single mothers from all walks of life. 

The answer is to return real discipline and respect to schools, to police and to communities and to change 
the culture these youths live in, to raise them with very different values and ethics, and accept that these 
things come at a price of harder expectations than is currently fashionable. Immediately after both wars in 
the last century thousands of widows raised boys alone without them attacking each other with knives in 
the streets. Why? They wouldn't have dared and they would have thought it was wrong. 
Posted by Helen on April 15, 2007 7:56 AM
Report this comment 

No objective person could argue against this 
analysis of a dire aspect of teenage crime in this 
country. 
Over the last fifty years socialists and feminists, 
supprted by Old Labour, New Labour and to a 
tragic extent by the old Conservative Party, have 
wreaked major damage to British society. Blue 
Labour is certainly no alernative. 
Until there is a widespread realisation that the 
socialist/feminist experiment has failed, we will 
all become more insecure and unhappy - not  
only in this country, but in the whole of the 
western world.
Posted by Kenneth MacLean on April 15, 2007 1:42 AM
Report this comment 

Post a comment

Please remember that the submission of any material to telegraph.co.uk is governed by our Terms and 
Conditions (clause 5 in particular) and by submitting material you confirm your agreement to these Terms 
and Conditions.
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