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Government equality unit 
slammed for inequality
Published: 25th August 2005 17:17 CET

The Swedish government's unit for coordinating equality policies and 
distributing funding to equality organisations has come under fire for 
its own inequality: only 3 out of 28 employees are men.
 
"It's not good. A more equal gender balance is important to show that 
they are serious about these issues," said Eva Nikell at the Equality 
Ombudsman's office, Jämo, to TT.

The Government Offices' equality plan states 
that an equal gender balance should exist 
"within all jobs and within all categories of 
staff". 

Indeed, other departments within the Ministry 
of Industry have a far more equal balance of 
the sexes. Excluding the equality unit, the 
number of women in all other departments is 
between 40% and 60% of the total staff.

One of the goals of the government's equality 
policy is a fair division of power and influence 
between men and women. Jens Orback, 
Sweden's Minister for Equality, admits that 
the lack of men involved in the government's 
equality work is a problem.

But he maintains that it's hard to avoid, since there are not enough 
competent men coming forward when jobs are advertised.

When news agency TT asked Orback how he expected to bring 
equality to society if he couldn't even bring it to his own equality unit, 
the minister was defiant.

"If you look at what we've done within the department I think we've 
done rather well," he said.

"We have reached the targets we set, to have an equal distribution on 
the boards. It's different with the equality unit since you can choose 
new board members but you can't just get rid of staff."

"But there ought to be a more equal gender distribution," he 
acknowledged.

Eva Nikell said that the lack of relevant competence among men was 
a valid reason for the prevalence of women in the equality unit.

"The fact that men are not qualified is in itself an equality problem," 
she said.
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Man shot in leg by police 
A man in his twenties was taken to hospital on Monday morning after 
being shot in the leg by a police officer in Falköping in western 
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Clinical, Marriage & 
Family Therapist 
Click or call 08-5580 
1266 now 

BokningsBolaget – 
find a venue in 
Sweden 
The perfect partner for 
incentives & events in 
Scandinavia 
BokningsBolaget 

JOB | International 
Product Marketing 
Manager | 
ArthroCare 
Medical device 
company seeks English-
speaking professional. 
Click for full job 
information 

JOB | Inspired 
teachers for 
bilingual schools | 
Vittra 
Inspired by seeing 
children develop? 
Native english speaker? 
More information 

JOB | Accountant - 
Stockholm | 
International IDEA 
Intergovernmental org. 
seeks accountant for 
Sthlm HQ 
Full job description 

Welcome to Adlon 
Hotel in Stockholm 
A perfect location both 
for business and 
pleasure 
Central and with 
atmosphere 

JOB | Part Time 
Customer Service 
Personnel | Bemz 
Innovative e-tail sofa 
cover firm is recruiting 
in Stockholm 
English speaker? Read 
on! 

Football: Umeå win women's league but the men still have it all to 
play for. Boxing: Euro gold for Anna Laurell. Golf: Swedish trio run 
Webster close in Portugal. READ » 

Tension mounts over smoke-free jails 
In just over two months all jails in Sweden will 
be smoke-free. The controversial decision 
was taken more than a year ago, but the 
imminent ban is starting to cause concern on 
both sides of the bars. READ » 

Dog actor snaps during musical 
Hetz the dog has played his last role at Göta Lejon theatre in 
Stockholm. Halfway through the final scene of the Sound of Music on 
Friday, the 9-year-old German shepherd lost his temper and bit an 
actor on the arm. READ » 

Police arrest 100 football hooligans 
Seven people have been held in custody following a fight between 
rival groups of football hooligans in southern Sweden on Sunday. 
Police made a total of 100 arrests. READ » 

'Scrap conscription' say Swedes 
A majority of Swedes wish to abolish or fundamentally reform the 
country's system of conscription, a new poll shows. READ » 

Hostage released after police raid 
Police in southern Sweden have raided an apartment where a man 
had allegedly taken a woman hostage. READ » 

Dead baby not murdered 
A prosecutor in Gävle has dropped the investigation into two women 
from the town who were suspected of killing a newborn baby. The 
corpse was found in a rubbish tip on Friday. READ » 
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20/10 Sweden Democrats to launch anti-immigration campaign »  

17/10 Prosecutor drops Bildt blog inquiry »  

14/10 Government slumps in poll »  

12/10 'Scrap Stockholm-Gothenburg flights' »  

12/10 Moderates split over refugee issue »  

09/10 Greens rule out coalition with Left Party »  

09/10 Tabloid tricked by Deputy Prime Minister »  

08/10 Reinfeldt and Sahlin clash over jobs »  

08/10 'Release names of Stasi spies' »  

07/10 Reinfeldt and Sahlin neck and neck ahead of debate »  
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Jobs - in Sweden, in English 
Get your career on track in 2007 with over 350 jobs 
from Sweden's top employers. 

Property - renting or buying in Sweden 
Navigating the minefield of renting or buying an 
apartment or house in Sweden. 

Dating 
Looking for your own blonde bombshell? Or is the 
strong, silent type more your style? Find a Swedish 
sweetheart here. 

Weather 
"There is no bad weather, just bad clothes," say the 
Swedes. Here's the forecast for everyone else. 

Introducing... 
Every week The Local serves up a spicy helping of 
Swedish celebrity for your delectation. 

Stockholm Syndrome 
Tales of crazy Swedish classes, hamfisted attempts to 
understand - and explain - real Swedes, and varied 
experiences of fellow foreigners gathered for your 
amusement. 
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The Nobel Prizes 
The latest news from the Swedish and Norwegian 
Committees, plus the background to the prizes. 

Equality in Sweden 
Is Sweden's international billing as the World's Most 
Equal Country® just a myth? 

Diversity in Sweden 
As Sweden races towards multiculturalism, the 
country learns that the road can be very bumpy. 

The Big Booze Debate 
Is Sweden's famed state-owned alcohol monopoly, 
Systembolaget, on the rocks? 

The Royal Family 
Merry monarchist or a rowdy republican, royalty 
makes good reading. 

Introducing... 
The Local's guide to the fabulous world of Swedish 
celebrity. 
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