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Successful women begrudge husbands who 
earn less, study claims
by BETH HALE - More by this author » 
Last updated at 22:00pm on 29th November 2006

 Comments (12)  

In today's modern workplace women are 
increasingly out-earning their male 
partners. 

But it seems that becoming the main 
breadwinner does not necessarily make 
for a winner on the home front. 

In fact, many women begrudge their 
partner's lack of earning power. 

See also:
• Women talk three times as much as 
men, says study 
• Women spend eight years of their life 
shopping 
• It's a shoe thing: 2.5 million women own 
a pair for every day of the month 

And while they might like the rewards of 
success in the workplace, many dislike 
the financial responsibility they have 
strived for. 

As for the man, relinquishing the 
traditional role of provider is something of 
a dent to his feelings of independence. 

The findings follow a study earlier this 
year which showed couples who kept 
traditional gender roles were happier. 

Now new research has revealed one in 
five women are the main breadwinners in 
their relationships. 

Of female high-flyers, one in six actually 
resented their loved one for not earning 
more cash and one in ten disliked the 
financial responsibility. 

Among men who had taken second place 
in the financial pecking order, one in 
seven said they felt stripped of their 
independence and one in ten felt like they 
had to always ask their partner for money. 

Not surprisingly resentment leads to 
rows. 

Some 20 per cent of married and co-
habiting couples had rowed over financial 
imbalances, the research from Skipton 
Building Society found. 

By far the greatest source of arguments 
was the matter of household bills, more 
than a quarter had argued about who paid 
the greater share and almost as many 
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had quarrelled because they felt the other 
partner was 'irresponsible' with money. 

Experts say the tension is down to the fact 
that while attitudes to women in the 
workplace have changed dramatically 
over the years, attitudes in the home have 
failed to keep pace. 

Last night Christine Northam, of Relate, 
said the issue boiled down to the 
changing role of women and their 
increased earning ability. 

'Even though there is still a way to go, 
women's earning ability is better than it 
has ever been. But when it comes to life at 
home if the woman is earning more than 
the man they both have to let go of old 
ideas about how the relationship is run. 

'Deeply held beliefs about how male-female roles should be run are being 
questioned. 

'It's what the couple do with those that makes a difference to their relationship 
success.' 

She said that even if the woman is earning more than the man when they get married, 
difficulties still erupt when it comes to bringing up children and even breaking the 
traditional perception that housework falls to the woman. 

'Couples should try different ways to manage their outgoings - and with any luck they'll 
settle on one that suits both partners,' she added. 

Tellingly the study found that relationships were far less fiery when the man retained 
his traditional breadwinning role. 

Only one in 14 men resented their partner for not matching his earning ability. 
However, 18 per cent of women struggled with the loss of financial independence. 

According to experts at Skipton, women need to become more financially savvy to cope 
with their new found power. 

'For a long time, earning and managing money was a firmly male concern, but as 
more and more women become the main breadwinner there is a need to ensure they 
are as financially savvy as possible.' 

Earlier this month a different study found that women were putting themselves under 
great pressure by taking on high earning jobs, and still finding time to cook, clean and 
undertake most of the childcare when at home. 

The rise in the number of high-earning women comes as record numbers are going 
out to work, according to the Office for National Statistics. 

About 13.4million women in Britain have a job - the highest number since records 
began in 1971 when just nine million went out to work. 

Almost 200,000 men are classified as 'economically inactive' as they are staying at 
home to look after their children. 

Earlier this year sociologists as Virginia University, in the U.S study, found that those 
with traditional marriages, in which couples stick to old fashioned gender roles - with 
the husband as the main breadwinner - were happier.  

Entitled What's Love Got TO With It, the report showed women who worked were more 
dissatisfied with their husbands than those who stayed at home, and the happiest 
were those whose husbands brought in at least two-thirds of the household income, 
regardless of how much they helped with domestic chores. 

 

Comments (12)

12 people have commented on this story so far. Tell us what you think below. 

 

With two people who really love and respect each other, it's not about who makes 
more money. It's about each contributing something to the marriage and family that 
complements the other - financial or emotional. Each partner has to make a 
contribution of equal worth or the relationship is unbalanced and will fail. 
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- Sandi, Edinburgh 

 

If women are resentful of a partner who actually gets off their backside to go to work, 
try working for years to support a partner whose 'job' is watching daytime TV, 
lunching and shopping, who then runs off with the gardener AND half of everything 
you've worked for...

- Ian, Cheshire 

 

Women have been telling us for years that they go for personality. Stop sending us 
blokes mixed messages. Our heads hurt. 
 
- Mjf, Liverpool 

 

Perhaps now someone will realise its the men's attitudes that need to change. Too 
many of these studies put the blame in the women's court - branded as 'selfish' for 
wanting it all.

- Sarah, London, UK 

 

Married women working greatly increased joint income. So couples could get higher 
mortgages. So house prices have risen and risen with no fall in sight. Now sky high 
house prices mean married women HAVE to work. My marriage was very rocky 
when I was working and is much better now I'm at home. But we can afford this. 
Many can't - because married women (and presumably their husbands?) were 
greedy in the first place. 
 
- Amanda, Birmingham 

 

Another 'study' to state the bleeding obvious. It has been known for years that few 
women are prepared to marry down and, though it may be a bitter pill to swallow, it is 
therefore very clear that women care more about things than people - despite the 
shrieking protestations to the contrary. In short, actions speak louder than words.

- Derek S, Dundee 

 

I agree with Sandi in Edinburgh - if women feel like this than they are not in a true 
partnership. Partnership is all about coming and going and making a contribution to 
the relationship emotionally and financially. It shouldn't matter who is earning what. 
In the very early days of my marriage 20 years ago I was the higher earner and it 
was more through my salary that we secured a mortgage. However, by the time I 
returned to college as a mature student 10 years later my husband was the higher 
earner and he supported me. I took a p/t job to cover train fares and extra books, 
also to cover some of the basic food bill. I always though that was how marriage 
worked! 
 
- Linda, Fife 

 

Female managers also despise and discriminate against male employees under 
their control. This I have seen on a regular basis.

- Steve P, Leeds England 

 

I am the main breadwinner, my husband is freelance and keeps getting undercut on 
bids for work. Throughout the four years of our marriage, I have earned more, I pay 
the rent and the bills. These are the bald facts, I don't resent having to do so, if I lived 
alone I would have to pay bills. But I have the company of my husband, we do things 
together, we enjoy the fruits of our labours (he does bring in some funds) and 
generally have a fairly reasonable if rather financially stretched life. All the money in 
the world will not cheer you if you are alone, it won't keep you warm at nights, it won't 
share a joke or a grumble and it cannot replace companionship. 
 
- Sarahj, London, England 

 

And here's me thinking that the battle of the sexes was over!

Mind you, if the husband was unable to work, I trust that his caring wife would be 
prepared to do any job to keep the home afloat, for example: Deep Sea Fishing, Coal 
Mining, Power Station Erecting and the like.

- Ted, Shetland Isles 

 

Lets get something straight here, its not mens earning potential - or lack of that is 
objectional to the majority of women.  



We don't mind earning more, or working more hours a week than hubby, what we 
object to is having to do the lion share of the cleaning, washing and ironing, buy the 
shopping, put it away, cook and then clean up after the meal, be the primary carer, 
remember all the birthdays, buy all the Chrimbo pressies etc etc etc. 
 
I adore my hubby, I adore my high powered job, I adore my big house in the country 
but sometimes I resent the fact that no matter how much money I earn I still have to 
do it all! 
 
- Nettie, London 

 

Materialism isn't really the issue though, is it? Surely it's about wanting someone 
who shares your work ethic and lifestyle aspirations (whatever they may be). I always 
used to think it was unimportant how much my partner earned but now I realise it 
says more about him then just his bank balance!

- Helen, Bristol 
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Good Health

Are health check-ups bad 
for you? 
Britons spend millions on 
screenings and testing kits 
for peace of mind about 
their health. But experts fear 
there's a hidden cost 
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We put the bug busting 
hand washes to the test 
Superbug fears have made 
them a huge hit - but do 
'antibacterial' washes and 
gels really work? Our expert 
put them to the test 

Puncture repair that ended 
my back pain misery 
Millions of Britons suffer 
from lower back pain and 
sciatica. Removing 
problem spinal discs is 
major surgery, but Jane 
Day, 48, a practice nurse 
from Newbury, underwent a 
less invasive procedure 

GOOD HEALTH HOMEPAGE 

DON'T MISS...

No ebony, just ivory: Jacko 
appears whiter than white 
on magazine cover 
Michael Jackson revealed a 
startlingly pale new look on 
the cover of a US magazine 
for black Americans 

Oh baby! Jennifer Lopez 
shows off her biggest bump 
yet 
Jennifer Lopez refuses to 
comment on her pregnancy - 
leaving her expanding 
tummy to do the talking 

The two faces of Miss 
Spears – ravaged Britney 
gets an airbrush makeover 
Britney's bloated looks are 
glossed over with an 
airbrush to promote her 
forthcoming album 

Love-struck Radcliffe falls 
under the spell of Equus 
understudy 
It is news likely to be greeted 
by the sound of shattering 
hearts - the actor appears to 
have found a girlfriend 
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Strictly's 2006 champion 
Ramprakash says this 
year's contest is a 
'mockery' 
Mark Ramprakash says 
judges are out of step by not 
penalising 'illegal' moves 

Hollyoaks star Gemma 
Atkinson is the ultimate 
angel in sexy lingerie shoot 
The ex-Hollyoaks star has 
joined Girls Aloud star Sarah 
Harding as a face of lingerie 
brand Ultimo 

Caught in the act: Kerry 
admits to smoking and 
drinking while pregnant 
Kerry Katona has admitted 
regularly smoking while 
pregnant with her fourth child 

Through the keyhole: Kate 
puts memories of Pete 
behind her as she moves 
out of her £3million home 
Removal men help Kate 
Moss to banish memories of 
her ex Pete Doherty 
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